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Vehicle registration & licensing

Boat-haulers & other new mobile equipment

Low speed boat haulers and certain remote control devices are no longer considered motor vehicles
under the Motor Vehicle Act (MVA). They are now defined as “mobile equipment”.

Background

Mobile equipment is excluded from the MVA interpretation of a "motor vehicle” and is not registered,
licensed or insured by ICBC.

Mobile equipment is defined, in part, as a self-propelled device with a maximum speed of 10 km/h.
Types of mobile equipment are further described in the MVA and regulations.

Details

Two types of mobile equipment are described in the MVA. One is a device that can be steered only
by an operator walking or standing behind, walking in front of or walking alongside the device. The
other is a work platform used to raise and lower the platform operator, tools and supplies.
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As of March 1, 2017, the Motor Vehicle Act Regulations (MVAR) also prescribe two types of devices
as being "mobile equipment” under the MVA:

e boat haulers designed and used primarily for lifting or hoisting vessels (boats, kayaks,
canoe or any other craft used or capable to be used for navigation on water), and

e remote control devices that are not designed and not used to carry a person.

A device is not mobile equipment if it is not self-propelled or if it can exceed 10 km/h, even if it
otherwise fits one of the above descriptions.
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Operation

Mobile equipment may only be used or operated on highway for the work purposes for which it is
designed. Use or operation on a highway is limited to:

(a) crossing the highway,
(b) the untraveled portion of the highway,

(c) the travelled portion of the highway within a designated area or within 100 meters of the
worksite where the mobile equipment is being used or operated to perform work, and

(d) continuously on the travelled portion for further than 100 meters only if being used or
operated by or on behalf of a farmer.

"designated area" means private property, a parking lot, a campground, an airport, a ferry
terminal, a golf course or a marina.

“travelled portion of a highway" means the area of a highway that has a prepared surface for
vehicle operation, including the shoulder

"worksite" means the specific location where the tools, supplies or equipment carried on orin a
motor vehicle are being used, or where a utility vehicle or mobile equipment is being used for its
utility purpose unrelated to the transportation of people or property

Other highway requirements set out reflective devices, retro-reflective tape and lamp requirements
when used between 1/2 hour after sunset and 1/2 hour before sunrise, and that the owner name
and unit number must be marked on work platforms.

However, use and operating restrictions apply, as set out in Part 2.1 of Motor Vehicle Act
Regulations, Division 24. Also, the operator of mobile equipment has the same rights and duties as
the operator of a motor vehicle.

It is an offence under MVAR s. 24.22 to use or operate mobile equipment in contravention of
Division 24.

Mobile equipment does not require the police issued operation permit that is set out in Division 24
for some utility vehicle operations.

Insurance

It is the owner’s responsibility to secure insurance coverage to ensure that they are protected in
case of a loss. ICBC insurance must not be issued to mobile equipment.

Legislation and regulations

Motor Vehicle Act Section 1 Interpretation, "motor vehicle”

Motor Vehicle Act Regulations  Division 24 Part 1 (Interpretation), Part 2.1 (Mobile
equipment), Part 4 (General offence)

Order in Council OIC No. 099 Effective March 1, 2017
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http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/LOC/complete/statreg/--%20M%20--/47_Motor%20Vehicle%20Act%20%5bRSBC%201996%5d%20c.%20318/00_Act/96318_01.xml#section1
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/LOC/complete/statreg/--%20M%20--/47_Motor%20Vehicle%20Act%20%5bRSBC%201996%5d%20c.%20318/05_Regulations/29_Motor%20Vehicle%20Act%20Regulations%20-%2026_58/26_58_07.xml
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/oic/OIC_CUR/0099_2017
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Contact

For more information, contact: Rob Miller, A/Senior Business Analyst
Vehicle Registration Programs
250-414-7907 or email rob.miller@icbc.com

ot

Mark Francis

Manager, Provincial Vehicle Registration & Licensing
ICBC

151 West Esplanade | North Vancouver | British Columbia | V7M 3H9
604-661-2800 in the lower mainland, or 1-800-663-3051



building trust. driving confidence.

page 4 June 2, 2017 | bulletin 21

Distribution list

B.C. Ministry of Environment
Conservation Officer Service (Chief C.0.)

B.C. Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations

Compliance and Enforcement Branch
(Director)

Land Tenures Branch (Manager responsible
for ORVs)

B.C. Ministry of Public Safety and
Solicitor General

CPPO (Directors of Policy & Legislation and
Corporate Initiatives)

Police Services Division, Road Safety Unit
(Director)

RoadSafetyBC, Policy Unit (Director)

B.C. Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure

CVSE (Director)

CVSE (Deputy Director)

Provincial Permit Centre (Manager)

Transportation Policy & Programs Dept.
(Exec. Director)

Transportation Policy Branch (Manager)

Canadian Border Services Agency

Law Enforcement

BC Association of Chiefs of Police
Municipal Police forces

PRIME-BC

RCMP “E” Division, Traffic Services (Officer
in Charge)

RCMP, Lower Mainland District Traffic
Services (Officer in Charge)

Other Jurisdictions

Canadian Council of Motor Transport
Authorities (CCMTA)

American Association of Motor Transport
Authorities (AAMVA)

Registrar of Imported Vehicles

RIV Policy, Standards & Enforcement
(Compliance Manager)

Toll operators

Transport Canada
Motor Vehicle Regulation Enforcement
(Director)

Road Safety and Motor Vehicle Regulation
(Director General)

U.S. Customs & Border Protection

ICBC

Business Education - Insurance

Claims Services (Personal & Commercial)
Commercial Insurance / CUS & GU
Communications, SE & Road Safety
Driver Licensing Policy & Standards

Insurance & DL Contact Centre / BEU / Ins.
Op Support / Ins. Procedures & Bus. Change

Insurance Product Services
Insurance Sales & Distribution
Insurance Strategy & Pricing
Insurance Underwriting
Procurement Operations

Vehicle Registration Programs / Specialty
Vehicle Registration Services
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